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Tourism ready to tee off

News: Tnhune hile photo

Tourism officials are excited about the upcoming Ginn Championship golf tournament, a Champions Tour event scheduled for March
26-April 1 at Ocean Hammock. They are expecting a significant economic impact from the tournament.

Officials ready to showcase county via go]f event

By AARON LONDON
STAFF WRITER

While Flagler County's
share of the tourism pie is
small compared to its neigh-
bors to the north and south,
2007 is shaping up to be a
banner year.

The 2007 Ginn Champion-
ship — a Champions Tour
event scheduled for March
26-April 1 at the Hammock
Beach Resort is expected to

boost the Cooley, executive director at
county's ex- Enterprise Flagler, the coun-
posure on ty's public/private econom-
both the tour- ic development agency.
ism and eco- Cooley said a gold tourna-
nomi1lc ment of this caliber is a sig-
development nificant source for corporate
fronts. networking, Enterprise
“One thing " Flagler already is using the
it gives you is national and event to bring two or three
international recognition as corporate executives to the

far as the quality of life in
the community,” said Tom

county to play in the tradi-
tional pro-am event held at

the start of the tournament

week. Flagh
Cooley said once exec- The g Gountr
utives are here, it can make  Chamber of Commerce
the area even more attrac-
{.ive to those who might be estimates the Ginn
ooking to expand or relo-
cat?tmglrblé:&mms Championship will
T pw"i a mﬂt wm
dow of opportunity todbring generate between $14
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»pportunities on the industrial
levelopment side,” he said. “It
s also an opportunity to work
he event as volunteers to net-
vork with the other people who
~ill be visiting at the time.”
The Flagler County Chamber

of Commerce also has an-
nounced its strong support for
the tournament.

“Through television and
print media exposure this event
will bring unprecedented atten-
tion to Flagler County, putting
us on the map both nationally
and internationally,” the organ-
ization said in its most recent
newsletter.

The chamber also released
some facts and figures regard-
ing the potential impact of the
Ginnevent. They include:
= The tournament will generate
an estimated $14 million to $30
million in revenue for the coun-
ty.

» The event will generate more
than 1,000 room requests for
three nights and in Flagler

County there are slightly more -

than 1,300 rooms total.
= The majority of local com-
merce will benefit either direct-
ly or indirectly from the
economic impact of an event of
this magnitude.
= The tournament will generate
thousands of dollars for local
charities.

The potential boost to Flagler

County tourism efforts comes at
a time Florida is bracing for a
decrease in tourists for the first
time since 2001.

Visitation to the state was
down 2.4 percent in the third
quarter of 2006, according to
Visit Florida, the state's tour-
ism arm. To put the decline in
perspective, a 1 percent de-
crease represents a loss of $37.2

million in general revenue col:
lections, according to a tourism
official.

“The recent decline in visita-
tion is a serious concern for the
continued growth of Florida,"
said Donna Ross, president and
chief executive officer of the
Florida Attractions Association
and chair of the Visit Florida
board of directors, in a news re-
lease.



