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ONLINE TODAY The New Jewish Congregation in The Villages will have a Torah Walk on

Sunday from Oxford United Methodist Church to its new temple. Page G4
TORAH

WALK

What appears to be an other-
wise fascinating new book about
Walt Disney by Neal Gabler has a
curious omission.

Gabler spent almost eight
years “channeling” Disney for his
new biography, Walt Disney: The
Triumph of the American Imag-
ination.

And much of it, according to
an article by Roger Moore of the
Sentinel, was devoted to Epcot —
the Experimental Prototype
Community of Tomorrow.

“Disney shaped the American
consciousness and clearly
shaped our culture,” Gabler is
quoted as saying.

No argument there.
What Gabler didn’t mention,

however, is how much Disney
may have borrowed from the
imagination of a most unlikely
source — Joseph Stalin.

Back in 1939, the Soviet leader
oversaw the creation of a mas-
sively ambitious project called
the All-Union Agricultural Exhi-
bition in northern Moscow.

It was a monumental show-
case for the achievements of col-
lectivization. It opened on a 336-
acre site featuring some 250
buildings and focusing on the
best and most exciting features
from each of the Soviet Republics
that made up the U.S.S.R.

The first year, it attracted
some 4.5 million visitors — most-
ly Russian — and was expanded
in the 1950s to more than 500
acres.

It is where most Russians saw
their first refrigerators, micro-
waves and televisions and mar-
veled at other modern gizmos.

It was renamed the All-Rus-
sian Exhibition Center in 1992 af-
ter the fall of the communist gov-
ernment and was opened up to
private enterprise.

I was there about four years
ago and was amazed at the simi-
larity to Disney’s magical Epcot,
which I’ve visited several times
since it opened in the early 1980s.

The Russian park is a series of
grand pavilions — about 80 in all
— and other smaller buildings
built around a lake to showcase
the world of tomorrow.

It was there that former Soviet
republics such as Ukraine, Ka-
zakhstan, Georgia and Uzbeki-
stan erected gaudy showcases to
show off their cultural, agricul-
tural and scientific progress. 

In addition, the park offers
music, crafts and exotic food.

Huge hotels and apartment
complexes had been erected all
around the park’s outskirts to
house workers and visitors alike.

Adjacent was a large park with
rides for kids and the biggest Fer-
ris wheel in the city.

The bloom is definitely off the
park now, however.

Its commercialization in re-
cent years clearly has taken its
toll. Some of the pavilions are
closed, and the others are now
home to flea markets and retail
stores.

But it still draws hordes of visi-
tors; the design and concept are
still clear, and it remains a mirror
version of Epcot.

Only Stalin beat Disney to the
punch by a few decades.

Of course, it is not impossible
that Disney envisioned Epcot ab-
solutely on his own, oblivious to
Stalin’s long-standing communi-
ty of the future that enthralled
millions of visitors on the other
side of the globe.

Just highly unlikely.

Ramsey Campbell can be reached
at rcampbell@orlandosentinel.com
or 352-742-5923.
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Did Disney
tap Stalin for
Epcot vision?

Friday night’s playoff action featured 
a rematch of last year’s game between East
Ridge and Edgewater. East Ridge (7-3) was
hoping for a better result than last year’s
game, which Edgewater (9-1) won in
overtime 27-24. In other games, Eustis (8-2)
traveled to Zephyrhills (8-2), Keystone
Heights (9-1) visited South Sumter (9-1),
Wildwood (4-6) hosted Clearwater Central
Catholic (6-4), and The Villages (7-3) hit the
road to Sarasota Cardinal Mooney (10-0). 
Game Day, Page G11

Football mania

LEESBURG — A state correc-
tions officer was arrested this week
on charges he tried to choke his ex-
wife when he found her with anoth-
er man, the Lake County Sheriff’s
Office said.

Deputies were called to restrain
Dwayne Scott Powell, 35, of Lees-
burg after he arrived at his ex-
wife’s home Wednesday and found

her and a friend in the bedroom.
The woman said Powell entered
the Rum Run Road house unan-
nounced and ripped the hinges off
the bedroom door, according to a
Sheriff’s Office report.

The ex-wife, not named in the
report, said Powell grabbed her by
the throat and threw her against
the wall. When her companion
tried to stop him, she said, Powell
fought with the man and chased
him out of the house with a kitchen
knife, the report noted.

Deputies arrived and threat-
ened to stun Powell with a Taser
when he wouldn’t leave the house.
Instead, deputies said, the man
cursed at them and resisted while

they tried to handcuff him. 
The report noted that the ex-

wife’s companion returned to the
house for his truck keys, but Po-
well ran him out again, kitchen
knife in hand. 

Court records show Powell filed
for divorce in December. Powell is
a corrections officer at Sumter
Correctional Institution in Bush-
nell.

He faces charges of aggravated
domestic battery, aggravated as-
sault with a weapon and resisting
officers without violence. Powell
was released from the Lake County
Jail on Thursday on $20,500 bond. 

Lake ❘ In Brief

Officer attacked
man, ex-wife,
deputies say
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By CHRISTINE DELLERT and TANYA CALDWELL
SENTINEL STAFF WRITERS

PIERSON — Javier Huerta told his
parents he would be gone for only
30 minutes Monday night to look at a
job site with his masonry business part-
ner and friend, Gustavo Olivares Rivas.

When the 20-year-old didn’t come
home, his father called Huerta’s cell
phone and didn’t get an answer. Then

he called the police.
Two days after the young man’s dis-

appearance, a passer-by reported
Huerta’s black Nissan pickup parked in
the Ocala National Forest. Deputies
found two bodies in the back seat.

Marion County sheriff’s officials
said Huerta and Olivares Rivas, 28,
both of Pierson, suffered multiple gun-
shot wounds. But on Friday, investiga-
tors were no closer to knowing why the

men were killed or how they ended up
in the forest.

“We’re trying to cover all the bases,”
Marion sheriff’s Capt. James Pogue

said. Search teams have combed
through areas of the forest near where
the pickup was found Wednesday
alongside State Road 19, north of
S.R. 40. Pogue said investigators have
impounded the pickup with plans to
search it. 

“The crime scene was really con-
tained to the vehicle,” and detectives
think the pickup had been parked there
since Tuesday, Pogue said. 

One witness told the Orlando Senti-
nel that he saw the pickup about 

Forest offers few leads in friends’ killings
Both Pierson men were shot multiple times, and the
pickup in which they were found was impounded.

PLEASE SEE FOREST, G9

HUERTA OLIVARES RIVAS

By ROBERT SARGENT
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

MONTVERDE — Thousands of vis-
itors are flocking here for a chance to
explore some of Lake County’s most
expensive homes.

The Street of Dreams show at the
ultra-upscale Bella Collina community
has hosted more than 27,000 sightse-
ers since it opened nearly a month
ago. The event is expected to draw
45,000 guests before the gates close
Nov. 26.

“Attendance at this show is the
highest we’ve ever experienced in an
Orlando Street of Dreams,” said M.
Bryan Ashbaugh, chief executive offi-
cer of the Woodinville, Wash.-based
show organizer.

Ashbaugh attributed the response
“to the fact that we are presenting
eight very large, exceptional show
homes” in “an extremely well-publi-
cized new community.”

Very large homes? 
Altogether, the eight sprawling

mansions cover nearly 112,000 square
feet. They include a total of 581⁄2 bath-
rooms, 42 bedrooms, 29 staircases, 
62 chandeliers and 32 garage bays. 

One home has a secret basement
wine cellar. Another has a two-story
fireplace and game room as well as a
robotic butler to take the trash out to
the curb. 

Yet another mansion has a home
theater designed like a pirate ship with
a deck and topsail. 

The homes aren’t just large —
they’re pricey. The developer said last
month that seven had sold, for
$3.1 million to almost $6 million each. 

Show organizers also attribute at-
tendance to sunny weather. They say
visitors have come from around metro
Orlando and Lake County and from as
far away as St. Petersburg. 

Street of Dreams is run by a compa-
ny that works with developers across
the country to showcase high-end
homes.

Bella Collina, developed by Ginn
Clubs and Resorts, is planned for
more than 800 homes.

Street of Dreams is open from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays through
Sundays. Adult tickets are $13 on
weekdays and $15 on weekends. Sen-
iors receive a $2 discount. Children
3 and younger are free.

Robert Sargent can be reached at 352-742-5909
or rsargent@orlandosentinel.com.

This Street
of Dreams 
is big draw

Christina Smith (above), co-chairwoman of
the Mount Dora Center for the Arts, puts fin-
ishing touches Friday on the center’s entry in
the Women for Hospice’s holiday event, A Sea-
son of Trees 2006. Other entries include a tree
(right) decorated by the Violet Vixens chapter
of the Red Hat Society at Plantation of Lees-
burg. A Season of Trees will kick off with a gala
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Donnel-
ly Park pavilion, Fifth Avenue and Donnelly
Street, Mount Dora. Tickets are $12.50.
Among the sale items are decorated Christmas
trees, wreaths, seasonal gifts and ornaments.
The event continues Wednesday through
Nov. 18. The hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday; 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday; and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 18.
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Mount Dora
takes to the trees
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